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for translating of this word ecclesia into this word congregatio.
And then he cometh forth with his feat proper taunt, that I favour
him of likelihood for making of his Book of MOBIA in my house.
There had he hit me, lo ! save for lack of a little salt. I have not
contended with Erasmus my darling, because I found no such
malicious intent with Erasmus my darling, as I find with Tyndale.
For had I found with Erasmus my darling the shrewd intent and
purpose, that I find in Tyndaie, Erasmus my darling should be no
more my darling. But I find in Erasmus my darling, that he
detesteth and abhorreth the errors and heresies, that Tyndale
plainly teacheth and abideth by, and therefore Erasmus my darling
shall be my dear darling still. And surely if Tyndale had either
never taught them, or yet had the grace to revoke them, then should
Tyndale be my dear darling too. But while he holdeth such
heresies still, I* cannot take for my darling him that the devil
taketh for his darling."

The next extract is from a " Dialogue concerning Heresies," and
has always struck me as a master-piece of eloquent logic, and some-
thing in the manner of Burke, when he is stripping a sophism
sophistically ; as he treats Paine, and others passim.

------" And not to be of the foolish mind that Luther is, which

wished in a sermon of his, that he had in his hand all the pieces of
the holy cross, and saith that, if he so had, he would throw
them there as never sun should shine on them. And for what
worshipful reason would the wretch do such villainy to the cross
of Christ ? because, as he saith, that there is so much gold now
bestowed about the garnishing of the pieces of the cross, that there
is none left for poor folk. Is not this an high reason ? as though
all the gold, that is now bestowed about the pieces of the holy
cross, would not have failed to have been given to poor men, if
they had not been bestowed about the garnishing of the cross.
And as though there were nothing lost, but that is bestowed about
Christ's cross. Take all the gold, that is spent about all the pieces
of Christ's cross through Christendom (albeit many a good Christen
prince, and other goodly people, hath honourably garnished many
pieces thereof), yet, if all the gold were gathered together, it would
appear a poor portion, in comparison of the gold that is bestowed
upon cups. What speak we of cups ? in which the gold, albeit that
it be not given to poor men, yet is it saved, and may be given in
alms when men will, which they never will; how small a portion,
ween we, were the gold about all the pieces of Christ's cross, if it
were compared with the gold that is quite cast away about the
gilting of knives, swords, spurs, arras, and painted clothes: and
(as though these things could not consume gold fast enough)